














REASON FOR VARIANCE REQUEST – Explain in your own words why you are requesting 
a Variance. Be sure to clearly indicate the problem(s) you will experience in complying with 
the City development regulations.  
 

The applicant is requesting a variance from Section 18-494 of the Land Development Code 
(“LDC”) which requires installation of sidewalks for Legacy Point along Shandy Lane.  

First, there are no existing sidewalks in the Shandy Lane corridor. The requirement to build a 
sidewalk through our property would create an isolated sidewalk segment that does not connect to 
any other pedestrian infrastructure. 

Second, the property is surrounded by five private roads, none of which provide access to Legacy 
Point development and so the sidewalks would not provide interconnectivity.  

Third, the construction of the sidewalk will add more impervious surfaces, which could exacerbate 
drainage issues in the area, which could lead to hazardous conditions such as flooding or slippery 
surfaces that could increase the risk of accidents. Additionally, the installation would negatively 
impact the natural surroundings, including trees.  

Lastly, imposing a sidewalk that does not align with existing infrastructure could compromise 
safety rather than enhance it. The Applicant believes that the variance is not only necessary to 
avoid unnecessary environmental degradation but also crucial to maintaining the safety of the 
residents and pedestrians in the area. 

Therefore, the Applicant is requesting the Board of Adjustment approve a variance from the LDC 
and not require the installation of sidewalk along Shandy Lane within Legacy Point.  

 

1. Unnecessary hardship would result from the strict application of the ordinance. It 
shall not be necessary to demonstrate that, in the absence of the variance, no 
reasonable use can be made of the property; 

Strict application of the ordinance requiring sidewalk installation would create an 
unnecessary hardship for our property on Shandy Lane. Given that there are no existing 
sidewalks in the Shandy Lane corridor and the property is surrounded by five private roads 
that do not provide access to our development, the sidewalk would serve no practical 
purpose for our property or the immediate community.  

Furthermore, the construction of the sidewalk would lead to the addition of impervious 
surfaces, negatively impacting drainage and the natural environment, including the trees 
on the property. This would result in unnecessary environmental degradation without 
providing a significant public benefit. 



Thus, the ordinance imposes a requirement that is not only burdensome but also misaligned 
with the actual needs and characteristics of the area. The variance is necessary to avoid this 
unnecessary hardship. 

2. The hardship results from conditions that are peculiar to the property, such as 
location, size, or topography. Hardships resulting from conditions that are common 
to the neighborhood or the general public may not be the basis for granting a 
variance; 

 
The hardship arises from the unique conditions of our property on Shandy Lane, which is 
surrounded by five private roads with no access to our development. Unlike other 
properties in the area, this project was required to install a sidewalk that would be isolated 
and disconnected from any existing pedestrian infrastructure. The location, topography and 
environmental features further exacerbate the impact, making this requirement particularly 
burdensome for this specific property. 

 
3. The hardship did not result from actions taken by the applicant or the property 

owner. The act of purchasing property with knowledge that circumstances exist 
that may justify the granting of a variance shall not be regarded as a self-created 
hardship; 

 
The hardship did not result from actions taken by the applicant or property owner. The 
requirement for a sidewalk was imposed by the ordinance, not due to any modifications 
or decisions made by the owners and as previously stated, the location, topography and 
environmental features of this area are not the result of actions taken by the owners. 
 

4. The requested variance is consistent with the spirit, purpose, and intent of the 
ordinance, such that public safety is secured, and substantial justice is 
achieved. 
 
The requested variance aligns with the spirit and intent of the ordinance by recognizing 
that a sidewalk in this location does not enhance public safety or connectivity, as there are 
no existing sidewalks in the Shandy Lane corridor. Granting the variance ensures that 
unnecessary environmental harm is avoided while maintaining the ordinance’s broader 
goals of safety and justice, achieving a fair outcome for both the property owners and the 
community. 
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