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History 

• 6.63 acres of riverfront property in 

the northern downtown district 

purchased in December 2013 for 

$4.1 million dollars 

• Public Engagement Campaign 

launched with public meeting on 

May 22, 2014 



Common Objectives 
• Be able to host large community events like concerts and 

special celebrations 

• Minimize the use of land for parking 

• Ensure the park is safe, clean and comfortable for all who 

visit 

• Ensure the park is accessible to pedestrians, cyclists, 

vehicles and public transit 

• Showcase Wilmington’s history and identity as a port city 

• Create a number of small areas that will accommodate a 

variety of activities 

• Provide for “intense casual use” of a passive park (no 

athletic facilities) 



 



 

Planning Formula – Adopted Plans 
 Consult Adopted Plans 

Vision 2020 
• Reclaim the Cape Fear River by reconnecting 

people with the waterfront and providing new 
and enhanced opportunities for holding public 
events (page 32) 

• Establish a regional park at the north end of 
downtown near Isabella Holmes Bridge (page 33) 

 

Parks, Recreation & Open Space 
Master Plan 
• Acquire land for public parks at the north and 

south ends of the Riverwalk near the Holmes 
Bridge and Memorial Bridge, respectively (p. 
105-106) 



 

Planning Formula – Current Needs 
 

Lack of public venue 

downtown to host large 

community events like:  

• Concerts 

• Race Set Up/Finish Areas 

• Markets 

• Special Events 

• Community Celebrations 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://coastalnc.com/ai1ec_event/downtown-sundown-concert-series-2/&ei=x33rVIapOsqagwSGmICwDA&bvm=bv.86475890,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNG1gfVr0cXMHTTKdQruvohEvzy8qg&ust=1424805683463752


 

Planning Formula – Best Practices 
 Benchmark parks: objectives 

similar to  North Waterfront Park: 

– Center City – Greensboro 

– Pack Square – Asheville 

– Waterfront Park – Charleston, SC 

– Ellis Square – Savannah, GA 

– Henry Chambers – Beaufort, SC 

– Waterfront Park – Louisville, KY 

– Discovery Green – Houston 

accommodate multiple events at once ~ good 

connections from park to surrounding uses ~ 

ample lighting ~ catalyze surrounding 

development  ~ programmed + casual use 

 





 

Planning Formula –  

Public Engagement 
 May 22-Dec. 31 2014 

The vision for the North 

Waterfront Park is that it 

becomes the intensely-

used, vibrant and lush 

heart of the city.   City staff 

expects the community to 

be the expert that refines 

the vision with leaders and 

professionals helping to 

implement the vision 



Public Engagement 

Campaign 

• Presentations, 

Stakeholder 

Meetings, Community 

Events, Exhibits: 18 

• Social Media 

1,400 surveys received 

 

 

Planning Formula –  

Public Engagement  



Public Survey – Who Responded? 

ZIP CODES 

 

28401:   242 

28403:  223 

28409:  171 

28405:  141 

28411:  117 

 

 
Leland:   51 

Others:  26 
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Public Survey – Results 
“What Elements Would You Like to See in 

the Park?” 

1. Greenspace (lawn)   75%  7. Public Art/Sculpture  46%

               

2. Shade    70%  8. Splash Area       45% 

  

3. Performance Space   62%  9. Kid’s Play Area             44% 

 

4. Gardens    59%  10. Boater Access     30%        

 

5. Festival Space   49%  11. Hardscape Plaza        15%           

 

6. Natural Habitat Area 47%  12. Classroom        5% 

 

 

 



Public Survey – Results 
“What Would You Least Like to See in the 

Park? 

 

 

 







Next Steps 

1. Develop Park Master Plan 

2. Identify funding strategies 

3. Pursue development funding 

4. Continue outreach 

To stay engaged: 

amy.beatty@wilmingotnnc.gov  



QUESTIONS? 

                         North  

   Waterfront  

                         Park 


